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artisan would probably lose even the small degree
of individual liberty that he has now ; for he would
be doubly fettered, first by the regulations of the
guild and secondly by the regulations of the State.
The champions of labour often talk as if a solicitor
who is a member of the Law Society enjoyed all the
privileges of a medieval magnate, and quite ignore
the fact that a solicitor is treated by the State on
exactly the same level as a taxicab driver so far as
his fees go, and is far more severely dealt with than
a taxicab driver should he take any advantage of
his client. The profession has never dared to strike
even when gravely provoked by the State, and
would meet with but small courtesy if it did. There
are no doubt many Syndicalists who imagine that
Syndicalism will smash the fetters of the Servile
State ; but my strong belief is that until the skilled
artisan individually owns a certain amount of
property and acquires the instinct of personal
freedom he will be fiercely dragooned by the modern
State.

This conclusion may startle many worthy citizens
who imagine that the modern State is entirely ruled
by the proletariat. Some of them at times exhort
the proletariat majority as Fitzjames Stephen ex-
horted Mill's " wise minorities " to obtain what they
want by political agitation. This of course implies
that our Government represents the voters, and
this common delusion no doubt still prevails all over
the country. In sober fact, however, the country
is entirely governed and misgoverned by the Caucus,
and the most striking feature of the Caucus domina-
tion has been the imposition upon the community